
Dr Hendrik Segers 
National Focal Point to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences



Outline

I. ABS in context

ABS and 

the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), its 

Nagoya Protocol (NP) on Access to Genetic 
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from their Utilization (ABS); and in 
the 

EU regulation concerning ABS in NP

II. Up next

• The Global Multilateral Benefit Sharing
Mechanism (NP Art 10)

• “DSI”: digital sequence information on genetic
resources
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The UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity 

The conservation 

of biological 

diversity

The sustainable use of 

the components of 

biological diversity

The fair and 

equitable sharing of 

the benefits arising 

out of the utilization 

of genetic resources 

(GR)



sovereign right of 
states



the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of the Benefits Arising from 
the Utilization of Genetic Resources
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Not legally binding



user compliance to provider country legislation, 
in accordance with the NP
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due diligence 











II. Up nextMore to come…



https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-
14/cop-14-dec-20-en.pdf

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-20-en.pdf












https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/np-
mop-03/np-mop-03-dec-13-en.pdf

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/np-mop-03/np-mop-03-dec-13-en.pdf








Sources

• CBD text: 
https://www.cbd.int/convention/text

• Nagoya Protocol text: 
https://www.cbd.int/abs/text/default.shtml

• CBD COP 14 and NP COP-MOP 3 decisions: 
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2018

• Regulation (EU) No 511/2014 : 
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2014/511/oj

• EU implementing regulation 2015 / 1866: 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2015/1866/oj

• Guidance on Regulation (EU) No 511/2014: 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2016.31
3.01.0001.01.ENG
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2016.313.01.0001.01.ENG


Source: REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL on the Regulation (EU) No 

511/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 on compliance measures for users from the Nagoya 

Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization in the

Union, 24 Jan 2019. Based on EU MS reporting, period Oct 2014 – August 2017 (distributed 01 Feb 2019)

“Only 2 Member States have reported having sufficient personnel fully dedicated to

the implementation of the Regulation”




